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Briefing Note to Members 
 

Dispensations 
 
This is a briefing note for Members of the Isle of Anglesey County Council on the topic of 
‘Dispensations’. Should Members have any queries, please contact the Monitoring 
Officer.   
 

The Isle of Anglesey County Council’s Code of Conduct for Members  

 
No Member is allowed to participate in a matter where he/she has an interest which is 
prejudicial* unless a dispensation has already been granted by the Council’s Standards 
Committee.  This information is contained in paragraph 14 of the Code   
 

Grounds on which a dispensation may be granted 
 
The grounds on which a dispensation may be granted are included in the Standards 

Committees (Grant of Dispensations) (Wales) Regulations 2001 (Appendix 1) as 
amended by Section 4 of the Local Government (Standard Committees, Investigations, 

Dispensations and Referral) (Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2016 (Appendix 2).  
 
Dispensation may be granted on one or more of the following grounds:- 
 

1. if no fewer than half of the members of the relevant authority or of a committee of 
the authority (as the case may be) by which the business is to be considered has 
an interest which relates to that business; (ground (a) in Welsh and English in the 
legislation). 
 

2. if no fewer than half of the members of a leader and cabinet executive by which 
the business is to be considered has an interest which relates to that business 
and either paragraph (ch) or (d) also applies; (ground (b) in Welsh and English in 
the legislation); 
 
[the Leader should be included in the Executive in calculating the proportion]. 
 

3. in the case of a county or county borough council, the inability of the member to 
participate would upset the political balance of the relevant authority or of the 
committee of the authority by which the business is to be considered to such an 
extent that the outcome would be likely to be affected; (ground (c) in Welsh and 
English in the legislation); 
 

4. if the nature of the member’s interest is such that the member’s participation in the 
business to which the interest relates would not damage public confidence in the 
conduct of the relevant authority’s business; (ground (ch) in Welsh and ground (d) 
in English in the legislation); 
 

5. if the interest is common to the member and a significant proportion of the general 
public; (ground (d) in Welsh and ground (e) in English in the legislation); 
 

6. if the participation of the member in the business to which the interest relates is 
justified by the member’s particular role or expertise; (ground (dd) in Welsh and 
ground (f) in English in the legislation); 
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7. if the business to which the interest relates is to be considered by an overview and 
scrutiny committee of the relevant authority and the member’s interest is not a 
pecuniary interest; (ground (e) in Welsh and ground (g) in English in the 
legislation); 
 

8. if the business which is to be considered relates to the finances or property of a 
voluntary organisation of whose management committee or board the member is 
a member otherwise than as a representative of the relevant authority and the 
member has no other interest in that business provided that any dispensation 
shall not extend to participation in any vote with respect to that business; (ground 
(f) in Welsh and ground (h) in English in the legislation); 
 

9. if it appears to the committee to be in the interests of the inhabitants of the area of 
the relevant authority that the disability should be removed; (ground (ff) in Welsh 
and ground (i) in English in the legislation); - or 
 

10. if it appears to the committee that it is otherwise appropriate to grant a 
dispensation; (ground (g) in Welsh and ground (j) in English in the legislation). 
[The Standards Committee must review dispensation on this ground every 12 
months from the date the Dispensation is granted]. 
 

What is the application process for a dispensation? 
 
The Applicant Member must apply in writing to the Standards Committee and will usually 
be expected to attend the meeting of the Standards Committee Panel which will take the 
decision.  
 
An Applicant Member may apply individually or, in common circumstances, a joint or 
collective application may be made by more than one Member.  
 
The Standards Committee will consider all applications on their own facts; balancing the 
public interest in preventing those with prejudicial* interests from taking part in decisions 
while maximising the public interest in democratic participation.  
 
The decision as to whether a dispensation shall be granted is at the Standards 
Committee’s discretion. The terms and duration of any dispensation shall be decided by 
the Standards Committee.  
 
If the Standards Committee approves an application it must grant the dispensation in 
writing. No Member may rely on a dispensation until such time as the written decision 
has been published. Where necessary, and possible, this will be expedited.   
 

Requirements on Members when relying on a dispensation  

 
Once the Standards Committee has approved an application and has granted the 
dispensation, in writing, the Member will then be able to participate (subject to any 
limitations imposed) despite his/her prejudicial* interest.  
 
(a)  Meetings:  

 
Where a Member has a dispensation and wants to participate in a meeting to 
discuss the relevant matter, the Member must: 
  



cc-019486/523058 Page 3 

 

(i)  state at the meeting, when the item is to be discussed, that he/she is relying 
on a dispensation; and  

 
(ii)  before, or immediately after the close of the meeting, he/she must give 

written notification** to the Council.  
The notification must include:  
 

1.  details of the prejudicial* interest for which the dispensation was 
granted;  

2.  details of the business to which the prejudicial* interest relates; 
3.  details of the dispensation, including the date on which it was granted, 

and 
4.  the Member’s signature.  

 
(b)  Written representations:  

 
Where a Member has been provided with a dispensation, and is making written 
representations to the Council, the Member must provide details of the 
dispensation in any correspondence on the subject to which the dispensation 
relates.  

 
(c)  Oral representations:  

 
Where a Member has been provided with a dispensation, and is making oral 
representations to the Council, that Member must:  
 
(i)   include details of the dispensation in any oral representations and  
 

(ii) provide written notification** to the Council within 14 days of making the oral 
representations 
 
 
Footnote/definitions  
 

*  prejudicial interests – these are personal interests (listed in the Members’ Code of 
Conduct) which an objective observer would consider so significant that they are 
likely to compromise the Member’s ability to put the public interest first. 

 
** written notification – in formal meetings, Members may rely upon the standard form 

of declaration.  In informal meetings Members must provide written confirmation to 
the lead officer and ask that the dispensation be included in any informal minute/file 
note of the meeting. 
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THE ISLE OF ANGLESEY COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

DISPENSATION APPLICATION TO THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

BY A MEMBER OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 
 

Name of Member: 

 

 

 

Member’s contact details: 

 

 

 

 

Ward: 

 

 

 

Nature of prejudicial interest* in respect of 

which the Dispensation is sought: 

 

 

 

Business in which the Member wishes to 

participate: 

 

 

 

 

 

Type of Dispensation sought (tick as 

necessary and insert any required 

information): 

 

 
o write to officers [and/or the Executive / Committee / Council] 

about the issue; 
o speak to officers of the Council about the issue [in the 

presence of two other persons] [who are not Trustees or Board 
Members of [INSERT]],  provided a note is taken of any such 
discussions;  

o speak at Executive/Committee/Council meetings and answer 
any questions about the issue; 

o remain in the room during any debate/voting on the issue 
(available where Member has a disability); 

o vote at such meetings; 
o participate fully in any public meetings and meetings of any 

outside bodies etc. 
o other – please specify: 

______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 

 

 

Statutory Ground/s under which 

Dispensation is requested (See overleaf for 

available grounds): 

 

 

 

Is the interest registered as per Section 

81(1) & (2) of the LGA 2000: 

 

 

Yes      /      No 

 

Date by which a decision is required: 

 

 

 

Signed: 

 

Date: 

 
*  Prejudicial Interests – these are personal interests which an objective observer would consider so 

significant that they are likely to compromise a member’s ability to act in the public interest 
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Circumstances When A Standards Committee May Grant Dispensation 

 
The Standards Committee (Grant of Dispensations) (Wales) Regulations 2001 as amended by The 
Local Government (Standards Committees, Investigations, Dispensations and Referral) (Wales) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2016 specifies that the Council’s Standards Committee may grant 
dispensations under Section 81(4) of the Local Government Act 2000 where: 

 
 
(a) if no fewer than half of the members of the relevant authority or of a committee of the authority (as 

the case may be) by which the business is to be considered has an interest which relates to that 
business; (Welsh ground (a)). 
 

(b) if no fewer than half of the members of a leader and cabinet executive by which the business is to 
be considered has an interest which relates to that business and either paragraph (d) or (e) also 
applies; (Welsh ground (b)) 
 

(c) in the case of a county or county borough council, the inability of the member to participate would 
upset the political balance of the relevant authority or of the committee of the authority by which the 
business is to be considered to such an extent that the outcome would be likely to be affected; 
(Welsh ground (c)) 
 

(d) if the nature of the member’s interest is such that the member’s participation in the business to 
which the interest relates would not damage public confidence in the conduct of the relevant 
authority’s business; (Welsh ground (ch)) 
 

(e) if the interest is common to the member and a significant proportion of the general public; (Welsh 
ground (d)) 
 

(f) if the participation of the member in the business to which the interest relates is justified by the 
member’s particular role or expertise; (Welsh ground (dd)) 
 

(g) if the business to which the interest relates is to be considered by an overview and scrutiny 
committee of the relevant authority and the member’s interest is not a pecuniary interest; (Welsh 
ground (e)) 
 

(h) if the business which is to be considered relates to the finances or property of a voluntary 
organisation of whose management committee or board the member is a member otherwise than 
as a representative of the relevant authority and the member has no other interest in that business 
provided that any dispensation shall not extend to participation in any vote with respect to that 
business; (Welsh ground (f)) 
 

(i) if it appears to the committee to be in the interests of the inhabitants of the area of the relevant 
authority that the disability should be removed; (Welsh ground (ff)) – or 
 

(j) if it appears to the committee that it is otherwise appropriate to grant a dispensation; (Welsh ground 
(g)). 
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THE ISLE OF ANGLESEY COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

DECISION OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE  

IN RELATION TO AN APPLICATION FOR DISPENSATION  

BY A MEMBER OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 
 

Decision of the Standards Committee: 

 

 

 

Date decision made by the Standards 

Committee: 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of persons to be notified of the 

Standards Committee’s decision: 

 

 

 

 

Date any dispensation expires: 

 

 

 
Pursuant to paragraph [            ] of The Standards Committee (Grant of Dispensations) (Wales) Regulations 
2001 as amended by The Local Government (Standards Committees, Investigations, Dispensations and 

Referral) (Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2016, the Standards Committee has resolved to grant a 

dispensation to Councillor [                                  ] in respect of that / those interest(s) referred to in the 
Application at page 1, which permits the Councillor to: 
o write to officers [and/or the Executive/Committee/Council] about the issue; 
o speak to officers of the Council about the issue [in the presence of two other persons] [who are not 

Trustees or Board Members of [INSERT]],  provided a note is taken of any such discussions;  
o speak at Executive/Committee/Council meetings and answer any questions about the issue; 
o remain in the room during any debate/voting on the issue (due to the Member’s disability); 
o vote at such meetings; 
o if relevant, this will include participating fully in any public meetings and meetings of any outside bodies 

etc. 
o other - ____________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Councillor can therefore speak [and vote] at Executive/Committee/Council meetings in relation to the 
issue and answer any questions from members of the Executive/ Committee/Council [but must leave the 
meeting before matters that the Councillor speaks upon are debated or voted up on]  OR 
[and may remain in the room during the debate and vote on the issue but must not vote on the issue]. 
 
Before the Councillor speaks with, or writes to, officers of the Council, or speaks at 
Executive/Committee/Council meetings on the issue, the Councillor must still:- 
  

 declare an interest in the matter; and  

 confirm that a dispensation has been granted to allow the Councillor to speak [and vote] about it; 
and 

 complete the notification to the Clerk setting out the interest and the dispensation. 
 
By authority of the Isle of Anglesey County Council’s Standards Committee 
 
Dated:______________________________ 
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